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preservation of the state of outward tranquillity which had
now been maintained for two years. The things which the
Protestants had done in desecrating and destroying all that
their opponents held dear were not forgotten; and the citi-
zens of Paris, who had so long loathed Catherine's policy of
toleration towards their opponents, were roused to a white
heat of animosity at seeing the marriage of their King's
sister to the leader of the rival community; while many of
the attendant circumstances of the ceremony were highly
^unpalatable to them. On the other hand, the majority of the
Protestant party liked the marriage no better, thinking they
saw in it a design to entrap their leader, Henry of Navarre,
into becoming a Roman Catholic. Neither party, so far as
their subordinate members were concerned, took any pains
to hide their contempt and hatred of the other, or to avoid
offending their religious sentiments. Even the marriage cere-
mony itself, at which the whole body of the Protestant gentle-
men had ostentatiously withdrawn when the celebration of
the Mass began and gone to walk up and down outside in the
gardens, provided fuel to the slumbering fires. Moreover, there
were still deeper causes of enmity at work; Henry, Duke of
Guise, the leader of the Roman Catholic party, looked upon
Admiral Coligny as the treacherous murderer of his father,
Francis, Duke of Guise, a crime which Henry, his mother,
and the whole family of Guise were firmly determined to
avenge on the first opportunity, Henry's mother being spe-
cially urgent with him to take this vengeance. So that this
marriage, intended to bind the opposing forces together, had
within it all the elements for a fresh outburst of their en-
mity; hatred and suspicion were rampant on both sides, and
it needed but a spark to set all Paris in a blaze.

That spark was soon supplied. On the 22nd August, foui
days after the marriage, Admiral Coligny, walking from the
Louvre to his house, was fired at from the window of a house
inhabited by one of the retainers of the Duke of Guise,59 and
wounded in the hand and arm. The King and Queen Mother,